KHUTBAH JUMAAT 79 – 25 APRIL 2008

INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY DEVELOPMENT

Sidang Jumaat yang dirahmati Allah

Saya menasihati diri saya sendiri, dan menyampaikan pesanan yang sama kepada hadirin semua, marilah kita bertaqwa kepada Allah dengan tahap ketaqwaan yang berkualiti, menerusi kejelasan matlamat kehidupan dan penciptaan, dan pemahaman tuntutan tugasan sebenar di dunia, mudah-mudahan ianya ianya mampu membantu kita berurusan di alam akhirat. The most lovable act in Allah’s sight is piety or taqwa , His most purified servants are the pious, and His matchless message to them is the Quran. In this world, the pious have the Quran; in the Hereafter, they enjoy Allah’s vision and pleasure. The pleasure felt in the conscience and spirit is another gift of piety, and in order to recall the importance of piety, the Almighty decrees. In surah aliImran verse 101, Allah mentioned,  But how can you disbelieve when Allah’s revelations ( Quran) are recited to you and His own messenger is in your midst? He who holds fast to the religion of Allah is already guided to the right path. Fear Allah and be devoted to Him as He should be feared and devoted to.Piety, which is the conscious performance of good and avoidance of evil, prevents individuals from joining the lowest of the low and causes them to advance on the path of the highest of the high. For this reason, one who attains piety has found the source of all good and blessing.

Sidang Jumaat yang dikasihi

Fakta yang jelas ialah, Allah telah mencipta setiap daripada kita dengan keunikan dan ciri tersendiri. Setiap insan, bertanggungjawab untuk memandu arah jalan kehidupannya, menerusi implementasi perancangan dan matlamat khusus, serta perangkaan tatacara dan strategi bagi mencapai kejayaan sebagai objektifnya. Allah telah membekalkan setiap manusia dengan set peluang yang tertentu, menerusi fizikal, spiritual dan mental. Gunanya ialah untuk manusia mencapai matlamat kehidupan, agar apabila berhadapan dengan Allah, dia akan diadili dan diberikan pemabalasan atau ganjaran berdasarkan pencapaian dan sasaran yang telah ia letakkan sepanjang kehidupannya. Allah telah menggariskan teknik agar setiap hambaNYA mampu mencapai matlamat penciptaan dan kehidupan, iaitu menerusi komunikasi dan interaksi secara langsung antara Allah dan hambaNYA. Hak dan kemampuan untuk berkomunikasi secara langsung dengan Allah seperti menerusi persembahan solat, merupakan penghormatan tertinggi yang mampu manusia raih. Kita disaran dan digesa untuk menjana perkembangan dan kemajuan diri dalam penglibatan dengan program-program keagamaan, ibadah individu dan berjemaah, serta mar makruf dan nahi mungkar dalam kehidupan. Kemantapan individu pasti mampu untuk memperkukuh ikatan komuniti atau kehidupan bermasyarakat. Ini kerana factor variasi pengalaman, reaksi, persepsi, idea dan buah fikiran yang lahir daripada kerencaman bidang kepakaran dan urusan penglibatan dalam kehidupan masing-masing. Tanpa variasi perbezaan ini, maka tidak akan tercapai komunikasi mantap manusia yang memerlukan pertukaran pandangan dan perbincangan sesuatu isu. Untuk itu, setiap individu muslim disaran untuk pertamanya mengenal pasti kekuatan dan kelebihan pada diri, kemudian bersyukur kepada Allah atas setiap pemberian dan kelebihan yang ada berbanding manusia lain, seterusnya menggerakkan usaha untuk memajukan diri dan membantu masyarakat dalam mewujudkan suasana kehidupan harmoni berlandaskan prinsip-prinsip muamalah dan komunikasi yang ditetapkan oleh Islam.

All Friday congregation,

Allah has endowed us with the urge to commune and cooperate with our fellow humans. From other people, the individual gains not only practical cooperation and sharing of work loads, but also love and companionship. Since each person is individual, with his or her strength and weaknesses, a group of people will have a large pool of strengths and most of the weaknesses present in certain individuals will be covered or cancelled out by corresponding strengths in others. By constantly comparing ourselves with others, we will be better able to see our own weaknesses, and thus, be in a better position to rectify them. Moreover, by means of group discussions, whether formal or informal, many common questions or problems can be solved and much knowledge can be gained, as well as exchange of ideas in general also stimulates intellectual activity. Islam expects every person to play an active and full role in his community. Our responsibility as khalifah on earth encompasses caring not only to ourselves, but for our fellow humans as well. Each and one of us is expected to play whatever roles we can in the development of the community, and that is according to our means and our talents. Our first responsibility is to look after ourselves and our dependants. But if we have means through energy, time, money, expertise and talent, beyond those needs, we should strive to utilise them for the benefit of the society, and for the sake of Allah. For these are part and parcel of the opportunities which can be used to build up  a good store of merit for the next life. Or in other words, grow ever closer to our Creator, to grow in love of Him, and ourselves to be increasingly loved by Him. 

The Quran contains many directives to us to be good to our fellow human beings, to be just and honest, to be considerate and respectful, tolerant, humble, generous and forgiving, loving and compassionate, and to adhere to Allah’s rules in all our dealings. One hadith narrated by al Baihaqi did inform us , The best among people is the one who does most good to Allah’s creatures, and another one says, A true muslim is one from whose hands and tongue other muslims are safe, and a true believer is one to whom people can entrust their persons and property. If we fulfil all our duties to our society, using all the means given to us to make a contribution to our community, our individual development, far from being hindered and stunted, will be enhanced, since our self achievements will be greater. Furthermore, our skills and experience will have been improved through usage, which can then also benefit our individual life. By following the Islamic way, the individual and communal aspects of our life are not only in conflict, but are mutually beneficial and in perfect harmony with one another. Neither one of them is allowed to dominate to the detriment of the other, and yet neither one has to make any real sacrifices in order to avoid interfering with the others. Let us start this willingness towards giving more contributions by exploring many quranic verses that indicate two major roles of each human being, as servants or worshippers to Allah, and as khalifah on earth. May Allah guides us always in the right path.
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